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==================================== 
The Writing Life: Seven Outlets for Food Writers 
==================================== 
 
Sure, we all know about the major publishers of food writing, whether itʼs Saveur 
or Random House, Food & Wine or Chronicle Books. But after perusing the 
nominees for best cookbooks and articles from the James Beard Foundation and 
the International Association of Culinary Professionals (IACP), Iʼve found a few 
publishers you may not know about. These magazines, websites and publishers, 
according to the judges, produce quality work.  
 
Since we all canʼt be published by the biggest names, how about the pleasure of 
writing for a good editor at a decent place to be published? Hereʼs a partial list of 
publications, websites and publishers to ponder, culled from the nominees list, 
that included city magazines and alternative newspapers: 
 
1. Feast magazine in Saint Louis got a James Beard nomination for columns by 
Cassandra Vires.   
 
2. Garden & Gun, a Southern lifestyle magazine, garnered a Beard nomination 
for this story on oysters by author Rick Bragg. Okay, heʼs a famous author, but 
still, you probably havenʼt thought of this magazine the last time you pitched a 
story. 
 
3. Same goes for this story on pasta sauce in Runnerʼs World, nominated for a 
Beard in the Health and Nutrition category. 
 
4. Zester Dailyʼs piece, Thanksgiving Wine Pairing, was nominated for a Bert 
Greene Award for Food Journalism. While Zester Daily boasts distinguished 
names in food writing such as Clifford Wright, Anne Mendelson, and Martha 
Rose Schulman, it looks like they use lots of new and less established writers as 



well.  
 
5. Cumberland House, an imprint of Sourcebooks, based in Nashville, got a 
Beard nomination in the American category for The Food, Folklore, and Art of 
Lowcountry Cooking. 
 
6. University of Georgia Press published The Southern Foodways Alliance 
Community Cookbook, garnering a nomination from IACP under the 
Compilations category.  
 
7. Welcome Books published Cooking with Italian Grandmothers, nominated for 
an IACP award for First Book. 
 
In the end, the awards are mostly an opportunity for big publishers and big 
authors. (In fact, Iʼve written about who wins Beard awards: mostly white men.) 
So Iʼm bringing up the littler guys, in case you see an opportunity. For a complete 
list of nominees, see this IACP awards nominees page, and this James Beard 
awards nominees page. 
 
And for information on new publications, see this piece on  five new quarterly 
food publications that might be looking for work from you. 
 
 
============= 
Keep in Touch 
============= 
 
Why wait for this quarterly newsletter to get tips on food writing? My blog, Will 
Write for Food, gives you a more immediate way to read about recipe writing, 
freelance writing, book proposals, and food blogging. Join my group of thoughtful 
and intelligent readers, who often make the comments section the best part of 
the post.  
 
Let my blog come to you, by email or in an RSS feed, so you donʼt have to 
remember to visit. Go to the blogʼs right-hand side column to sign up.  
 
You donʼt have to wait to receive many of the useful links youʼll find further down. 
Follow me on Twitter and/or friend me on my Facebook fan page, Will Write for 
Food, to find the same kind of links as they emerge.  
 
========================= 
My Upcoming Classes and Events 
========================= 
 



-- April 23, 2011" 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m." 
Food Writing for Food Lovers! 
The Writing Salon" 
Berkeley, CA " 
$95/$110" 
 
If you live in the San Francisco Bay Area, join me for this 1-day class, where 
youʼll learn how to get a cookbook or memoir published, start a blog, write 
freelance articles, and harness social media. We'll also do a few fun writing 
exercises to sharpen your senses and generate topics for stories or blogs.""""" 
 
 
--April 23, 2011" 
5:15 - 9 p.m. " 
Featured author 
Third Annual Chew on This! Fundraising Dinner" 
Central Santa Rosa Library " 
Santa Rosa, CA "" 
 
I'll be a one of a group of authors at this author's reception, book signing, silent 
auction and dinner to benefit the library."""" 
 
 
--June 1-4, 2011 
International Association of Culinary Professionals Annual Conference 
Book signing, Will Write for Food 
Culinary Book Fair 
Austin, Texas 
"$10 advance/$15 at the door 
 
Last year I did four events at IACP. This year I can relax and sign books at the 
expo. Please come say hello if youʼre attending the conference. 
 
 
-- June 25-26, 2011 
Co-Instructor 
Creating and Selling Your Dream Cookbook  
Surfas Restaurant Supply 
Culver City, CA  
 
Join me, food writers and stylists Denise Vivaldo and Cindie Flanagan, and 
cookbook author and publisher Martha Hopkins at this 1.5-day symposium that 
covers ideas, proposals, recipe writing, food styling and self publishing. 



 
 
-- January 28, 2012" 
Food Blogger Ethics! 
Food Blog South" 
Birmingham, AL""" 
 
I'll be a leading a session on ethics at this one day event, always a topic that stirs 
discussion. Stay tuned for more details later this year. 
 
   
=============== 
 
News from Alumni 
=============== 
 
-- Katie Morford started a new blog, Momʼs Kitchen Handbook. 
 
-- The Los Angeles Times published a second feature article on cheese by Kirstin 
Jackson. 
 
-- NPRʼs Kitchen Window published an essay and recipes by Linda Balslev on 
The Art of Danish Open Face Sandwiches.  
 
-- Mimi Fix self-published her second book, Home Baking for Profit:  Over 100 
Best-Selling Bakery Recipes.  
 
-- Anna Mindess sold 10 food-based articles to Oakland magazine during the 
time she hired me to coach her. Hereʼs what she said about the experience:  
 
“During the few months I have worked with Dianne, she has been respectful and 
encouraging, yet realistic and firm. She listened to my vision and gave me 
milestones (with due dates) to help me accomplish my goal. First, she helped me 
set up a new blog with a much tighter focus than the one I had previously. Then 
she gave me a gentle push to aim for a bigger magazine for my pieces. We 
worked on one story idea and query letter. When it was accepted, she helped me 
polish my essay -- and the editor only changed one word. That was the start I 
needed and now I'm writing my tenth food article for Oakland magazine.” 
 
-- Pelican Publishing published Pat Sinclairʼs Scandinavian Classic Baking. 
 
-- Andrews-McMeel published Rebecca Langʼs new book, Quick-Fix Southern. 
 
Do you have news about an article youʼve sold, a blog youʼve begun, or a book 



deal? If you are a former student or client, please drop me a line at 
dj@diannej.com. Iʼd love to include your bragging rights in my next newsletter.  
 
=========================== 
Whatʼs New in Food Writing 
=========================== 
 
-- This rant about foodies in the Atlantic generated lots of buzz. Have you read it? 
 
 
-- Freelancer and blogger Sarah Henry wrote a piece about pitiful pay for food 
writing, garnering dozens of replies. 
 
-- When is a cookbook deal too good to be true? Cookbook editor Justin 
Schwartz lays it out for food bloggers about what to expect. 
 
============ 
Just for Fun 
============ 
 
-- Hereʼs a funny post from Cake Wrecks about cakes in the shapes of womenʼs 
body parts. 
 
=========== 
Resources 
=========== 
 
-- The Kitchen Reader selects food-based books and asks their members to blog 
about them. This resulted in a terrific set of reviews for my book, Will Write for 
Food. Perhaps they should review yours. 
 
-- Does the library list your cookbook? According to Publisherʼs Weekly, 
cookbooks are tops on the checkout list. 
 
-- Need to do research for your next book? Hereʼs Americaʼs largest cookbook 
collection, available for viewing at New York University. 
 
-- Got your recipe formatting down for Googleʼs new search feature? Read up 
about it on my blog post, New Google Recipe Search Means Extra Coding for 
Bloggers, still generating helpful comments long after it appeared. 
 
-- How to photograph ugly food (thatʼs not what she called it, but letʼs face it, a lot 
of food is unattractive), by the blogger Running with Tweezers. 
 



-- David Lebovitz dispenses excellent advice on how to blog. 
 
-- Wondering how to protect your online work? Read this post by Nancy Baggett 
on plagiarism software. Along the same lines, hereʼs a good post about fair use 
and copyright. 
 
-- Got a blog? Make it into a book. (I havenʼt tried this and am not endorsing it.) 
 
-- Have you started a Facebook fan page for your blog or book, but keep 
forgetting to check back for comments? Sign up for this software and get an 
email whenever someone comments. (I have tried this and love it.) 
 
-- Copyblogger lists the Top Ten Blogs for Writers. 

 
=============================== 
Other Events You Might Enjoy 
=============================== 
 
-- May 20-21, 2011 
BlogHerFood 
Atlanta, GA 
$306.44 
 
-- August 26-28, 2011 in New Orleans; November 11-13, 2011, in Santa Monica 
International Food Blogger Conference$350 
 
========================================  

Please forward this newsletter to anyone you think might be interested. All 
previous issues are now archived on my website. Thereʼs a place to sign up for 
this newsletter as well.  

To change your email address or unsubscribe, please email me: dj@diannej.com 

I will not rent, trade or sell your email address to anyone for any reason. 

Happy Spring, 

Dianne 


